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‘ Sis while. Accident cases are just the sort that give a doctor any 
burgh: iti amount of troub! d his servi are often given “free, 
Dublin, mia eae eld up to public criticism. It is time concerted action were 
: : CURRENT NOTES. taken to inform the public in general, and coroners in parti- 
om ; ors, — doctors have rights, and can sell their services as 
Ports. Tur constitution of a Local Voluntary Hospital Committee | The Association has for years been urging that there is 
. was described in the issue of the Journax for August 6th, | Deed for legislation to govern the action of coroners im 
es 913., The medical representation on a Local Voluntary investigating cases of death following accidents, and to 
Hospital Committee consists of two medical practitioners | Prohibit riders by juries casting reflections on people who eee 
to ta" nominated by the local medical committees in the area. | Were not present to defend themselves. This point was Ree. 
es It was at first understood that by “local medical com- | recently urged upon the Home Secretary by a combined 3 
edical mittees” was meant medical committees representative | deputation from the British Medical Association and the 
wg of the medical profession in the area—for example, the | Committee of Medical Members of Parliament. <a, 
Branch or Division of the Association. From mquiry : 
OP rae Ministry it is now known that the local medical com- ,___ Insurance Practitioners’ Surgery Hours. 
rman, mittee referred to is the statutory body recognized under | . ‘Some Insurance Committees are endeavouring to get - 
M.B., m National Health Insurance Act. In many areas no local | i#Surance practitioners to observe certain hours durmg 
.o- the Na : : d in such instances the Panel | Which they will treat insured persons at their surgeries. 
medical committee exisis, and in ins While be bijection to 
Committee for the area may be recognized by the Ministry BF; the an_ understanding 
Rest as the local medical committee. It is quite possible, there- | between the Committee and the practitioners in this 
Ne fore, that the nomination of the medical members of a | Matter, provided individual considerations are not excluded, 
D. in | no definite rule should be allowed. It must be remembered. 
B.Ch, Loeal Voluntary Hospitals Committee may be entirely in - 
B.A, the hands of the Panel Committee for the area. Medical | that the convenience of his patiemts is the doctor’s para- 
B.Ch. representation on such’ an important committee as the | mount consideration, and the position that he has a right <a ; 
MB. Local Voluntary Hospitals Committee should be made on | to appoint his own reasonable hours must be preserved. i 
all branches of the profession in the area. The m rw 
erigage the attention of the Hospitals Committee of the _ COLONIAL MEDICAL SERVICES. 
‘Association, which will be meeting shortly. ‘In the Supeiemenr of June 4th, 1921, there was published 
the letter, dated May 3rd, sent by the British Medical 
Coroner’s Inquest Riders. to the Colonial Office. 
i ~ Tt appears from a in the Herts Advertiser that.at |-_ following correspondence, dated June 27th, 
a tquest with pore “ord the death of a child knocked | July 19th, and August 4th, has since passed between the 
‘down by a motor cycle the coroner suggested to the jury | Colonial Office and the Association: — - , 
ife of to add a rider to its verdict, expressing the view that +a Downing Street, June 9th, 1921. 
call to a medical man to attend motor be ap by Mr. 
ife of ‘attended to at once. It would appear tha coroner m direc y Mr. Secret nie 
‘ pats = : the receipt of your letter of May 3rd, ious matters 
wite ‘already communicated with the doctor concerned, Dr. | your of the Departmental Committee. 


J. E. S.. Smith of Markyate, who, in reply, sent a state- 
ment to the effect that when he was called he was 
performing an operation on a woman, and that as soon 
‘as he had finished with that patient he went to the house 
of the child’s parents only to find that the child had been 
removed to hospital. Notwithstanding this explanation, 
which should have been considered satisfactory, the 
coroner suggested ‘to the jury that it might be wise for 
them to make observations to the effect that in their 
opinion it was highly necessary that an accident should 
receive immediate attention assuming that were possible. 
The jury followed this advice, and a correspondent, 
who signs himself ‘ Pro. Bono Publico,” has been moved 
to write to us as follows: Lea é 
_ Cannot the British Medical Association inform the coroners 

of the country that the public cannot demand a doctor’s service 
as a right? Doctors may on grounds of humanity attend 
accidents at great personal inconvenience ; but a doctor sets 
up in practice, not primarily for the good of other people, but 
for the benefié of himself and his family, and if the public 
want his services at all hours they must make it worth his 


on the Colonial Medical Services; and to enclose a memorandum 
fans with the majority of the points mentioned in your 
etter. 

2. It will be seen from the memorandum that the Dominions 
Committee of the British Medical Association have gpa-ar'| 
been misinformed in regard to some of the points raised. 
Moreover, Mr.Churchill has not attempted in the memorandum 
to deal with certain of the inquiries in your letter—namely, 
those relating to the comparative increases of salary rye 

the 


the staff of the Colonial Office and the officers of 
and the extent 
e native 


African Medical Services, the grant of ho 
.to which medical facilities are available to pee 
lation of Ea3t Africa, since he does not consider that he is 
called upon to discuss these questions with the Committee. 

3. Much of your letter is concerned with the salaries and other 
conditions of a financial nature attached to appointments as 
medical officers in the Colonies. In this connexion I am to 
observe that the Dominions Committee have perhaps not 
realized that each of the Colonies not possessing responsible 
government and each Protectorate, constitutes a separate 
administrative and financial unit, the expenses of which must 
be met from its own separate funds. Co uently, the salaries’ 
paid to medical officers in any Colony m be conditioned by — 

-the financial position of that particular Colony, and an also 
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COLONIAL MEDICAL SERVICES, 


be fixed in relation to the salaries paid to officers of other 
Government departménts in that Colony. Moreover, the con- 
trol which the Secretary of State is in a position to exercise 
over the finances of the Colonies differs greatly from colony 


to colony, and -the salaries paid- must in.general meet with the 


_ ppproval of the unofficial members of the local legislature. « 
a 4 Ié must also be borne in mind, in considering the salaries 


of médical officers in the Colonies, that in many cases these 


officers have the privilege, not enjoyed by any other class of 


Officers in the Colonies, of engaging in private practice without — 


sacrificing their pension rights. 
conclusion, Churchill desires me to assure the 


with: their. desire to 
~ secure for officers of the Colonial Medical Services adequate re-, 
muneration and fair conditions of service, and he and his pre-. 


decessors have made it their constant endeavour to secure such 


conditions. It is therefore with surprise and regret that he has 


_ read the last paragraph of your letter, which suggests that the 
Dominions Committee, ignoring the a. and” delicacy 
of the action necéssary to’give effect to this intention, believe 
that they are acting in the interests of the Colonial Medical 
Services by threatening to’ employ such “influence as- they 
possess in reducing the supply of suitablé candidates.’ A very 
grave responsibility, in Mr.Churchill’s opinion; attaches to a 
depriving Etropeans and natives alike of the only qualified 
Medical attention available to them in isolated and backward 
communities, and he cannot think that their attitude is in 
accordance with the traditions of the profession. Mr. Churchill 
has endeavoured to give the fullest and. most careful considera- 
tion to the requests of the local medical officers, whether repre- 
sented to him through the Colonial Governments or by the 
Dominions Committee, although he has seen reason to infer 
from the correspondence that has passed that the Dominions 
Committee do not always possess that knowledge of the 
Colonies generally, and the Colonial Medical Services in par- 
‘ticular, which would - ogo them to intervene. It is the 
Secretary of State’s duty, however, to consider and safeguard 
the interests of the.Colonies as a whole and not to favour one 
branch of the Colonial Service at the expense of others, or of 
the general community ; and, while he is no Jess anxious than 
the Dominions Committee to secure every possible improve- 
ment in the medical services of the Colonies, he will not be 
‘deterred from following the course which in his judgement is 

_ right and proper because of any action which the Dominions 
Committee of the British Medical Association may see fit to 


take, : 
. Iam, Sir, your obedient servant, 
pe (Signed) GRINDLE. 
; June 27th, 1921. 
Sir, 
The Dominions Committee of this Association has had 


‘under consideration your letter of Jane 9th, 1921, with its 
‘enclosed memorandum, and I am instructed to make the 
‘following reply. : 


“In the first place it appears to my Committee that the- 


Secrétary of State has fail nderstand the locus standi of 


‘ the Committee and its reasons for approaching him on the 


conditions under which the members of the Colonial Medical 
‘Services work. Various parts of aie letter are apparently 
intended to convey the impression that Mr. Churchill considers 


that. the Committee is interfering in matters which do not — 


concern it, is acting in ignorance of the facts, and is taking a 
line not in consonance with the traditions of the medical 
profession. 


*- The first of these suggestions is fundamental, and the Com- | 


‘mittee would be glad to have a definite assurance as to whether 
or not Mr. Churchill seriously considers that any matters which 


affect the method of recruitment and conditions of employment 


‘of medical practitioners in either the Colonial or any other 
“medical ‘service are outside the scope of the Association. It 
is the first time any such suggestion has been made by any 
Government Department, and this Association cannot for a 
mioment’ accept it. The British Medical Association is the 
great voluntary organization of the medical profession, and its 
duty to its members is to take up in the proper quarter any and 
‘every question affecting the medical profession. Moreover, it 
‘considers it has a special responsibility to those of its members 
who are employed in Government services, because experience 
shows that it is necessary from time to time that representa- 
‘tions as to the conditions of service should be made not by 
‘individuals but by an organized body. Such representations 
are necessary not only in the interests of the profession but in 
‘the interests of the public. 
The matters to which your letter refers as being such as Mr. 
‘Churchill considers he is not called upon to discuss with my 
‘Committee are the comparative increases of salary granted to 
the Staff of the Colonial Office and the Officers of the, East 
‘African Medical Services, the grant of honours, and the extent 
‘to which medical facilities are available to the native popula- 
‘tion of Eastern Africa. The Dominions Committee would 
respectfully submit that whether the Secretary of State 
discusses these matters with the Committee or not, they are 
exercising the minds of members of the Colonial Medical 
‘Services, and will influence men in their decision whether or 
‘mot to join the Services or remain in them when they have 
an opportunity of leaving. It was: because the Committee 
is aware ‘of this that it raised these questions among others. 
As regards the alleged ignorance of the Committee of 
ts, my Committee wishes to point out that it has. 


relevant. fae 


y of medical men who contemplate action which aims at. 


ot its facts from those who ought to know—namely: the 2) 

the Services—and it has tested the facts, so far 
through the ordinary machinery of the Assooiatim 
f the Committee has been misinformed it would agk Whose 

fault is it?- Other-Government departments, realizi 
desirability of the Association being in possession of a he 
formation relative to medical services under their ¢ | 

‘keep us supplied with all ‘official~information, and 
encourage us officidlly and unofficially to consult the deparg» 

‘ments. We have not had either thiss te 
this encouragement from the Colonial Office. When we know ~ 

‘of the existence of particular documents we ask for them.’ Bugs 
it is not uncommon: for- us-to ‘find-out, quite - accidentally, the, 

_ existence of documents which are essential if we are to kear 

_ ourselves, and those who apply to us for information, accupatale 
and fully informed. Is there any reason why every Fe 

_ confidential” document connected with the Colonial Medios.” 

_ Services should not be sent to us immediately it is available? 
To'take three examples of -the failure to-keep us informed 

; promptly from the Memorandum enclosed with -your-letter of, 

June 9th. “In the first paragraph it is-mentioned- that ¢he 
leave regulations of officers in the service of. British Gniana- 
have yd been amended. This is the first indication’gs — 
. In the paragraph numbered II(f) we are told that a generouy 
revised scale: of tor Government quarters in 


Africa was approved last year. Presumably this wag : 
lished, or at any rate if not published there pa no Eab 
why persons or organizations interested in the matter shoulq’ 
not know of it. We have not previously been informed of it, 

A copy of the new West African leave regulations wag 
annexed to the Memorandum: It is: marked 1/21—presumably: 
January of this year. We first saw it on June 10th. . 

If it be thoroughly understood that geen are con- 
stantly asking our opinion as to joining the various Services— 
including those of the Colonies—and that we must answer them. 
on the strength of the information available, we venturé to. 
suggest that it would be to our advantage, to that of our 
inquirers, and not least to that of the Colonial Office, if we were: © 
supplied with up-to-date information about everything which 
concerns the Colonial Medical Services: 

But the fact that this steady supply of information bag no} ~ 
been forthcoming did not prevent the Committee from under. 
standing that the control of the Secretary of State over the 
finances of the various Colonies differs greatly from colony to 
colony, and that the salaries paid must in general meet With 
the a: proval of the unofficial members of the local legistature; - 
The Committee was quite aware of this, but it is not thereby 
absolved a the duty of impressing on the Secretary of State,‘ 
and through him on the Colonies concerned, that if Colonies 
come on to the market for medical men and desire medical 
officers of good standing, they must be prepared to pay the 
market price. At the present time, as both the Dominions 
Committee and the Colonial Medical Services Committee have 
pointed out, some of the Colonies are offering salaries which 
will not secure men of the type said to be required. ok 
.. Finally, Iam ‘to say that the Committee is notless anxiousto” 
maintain the best medical traditions than even the Secretary | 
of State. But the Committee considers it would not bein 
accordance with those traditions if; being aware that members 
of the Colonial Medical Services in certain parts of the world 
were becoming discontented and less efficient, 
it did not do everything in its power to place the facts as it hag 
them at first hand before the responsible: authorities and try 
rouse them to a sense of the danger of the situation. If nvedical 
men do not take service in various parts of the world where 
their services are badly needed, it will not be because of any 
arbitrary action by the British Medical Association. It will be 
because they consider that the conditions of service are not 
sufficiently good to justify them in taking the posts. The 
Dominions Committee is anxious to increase the personnel of — 
the Colonial Medical Services, not only because this is a national 
duty, but also because the officers in those areas, at present” 
eee understaffed, are begging for relief. It will therefore — 

e a great pleasure to the British Medical Association when it 
can truthfully tell inquirers that posts in the various Colonial 
Medical.Services of which it has complained may properly be 
accepted by the best type of men. At the present time, in face 
of a great body of complaints from men who rightly or wrongly 
consider themselves inadequately paid, it cannot do so. 

The Dominions Committee makes no attempt at present to ~ 
deal with the various points of detail raised in the Memorandum, 
It is of opinion that before doing so it is essential that a clear | 
understanding shall be arrived at on the questions of principle 
raised in your letter of June 9th and in this reply. I shall be 
obliged if I can be favoured with an early answer. 
Iam, Sir, your obedient servant, 


(Signed) ALFRED Cox, 
Medical Secretary. 
The Under-Secretary of State, 
Colonial Office, Downing Street, S.W.1. 


Downing Street, July 19th, 1921. 


Sir, = 
- Tam directed by Mr. Secretary Churchill to acknowledge” 
the receipt of your letter of June 27th in regard to tlie repre: © 
sentations made by the Dominions Committee of the British” 
Medical Association on the subject of the Colonial Medical™ 


Services. 3 
2. With regard to the questions raised in the third and fifth” 


“paragraphs of your letter, Mr, Churchill wishes to make it] 


ply of informationge 
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‘manner. The. Association 
of State’s suggestion that it should place itself in regular;com- 


representations made to this by the Associa- 
ey ‘tion are necessarily deprived of muc 


lely on complaints addresse them by individua 

Lp of the Colonial Medical Services. It has been more 
ian once ‘suggested to the officers of-the Association that-they: 


Be it this Department unofficially in order to: obtain. 
on the of alleged grievances, but so far very 
-Jittle inclination has been shown fo do so. Mr. Churchill does 


pot know whether the personnel of the Dominions Committee 


eS anyone familiar with the conditions of medical employ- 


“gs distinct from the self-governing 
tbe made in your letter, that ‘‘ every non-confidential 


ominions and India. But 


ocument connected with the Colonial Medical Service ” should 


~ besent to the Association ‘‘ immediately it is available,” shows 
that the Committee is not acquainted. with the conditions of 
Golonial administration. Every. Colonial Government is con- | 
“tinually issuing documents of this character, which may or may. | 
not require to be referred tothe Secretary of State for approval. 
- fo supply the Dominions Committee with copies of every such 


document, which may affect medical officers: in common with 


therest of fhe Colonial Service, would simply mean: flooding the 
Gacmittes with matter, most of which would be of little 


fnterest to them; and experiehce in-other cases shows that the 


-yesult of this procedure is that after a time no attention is paid 
- to. the material supplied. The Secretary of State is perfectly 


willing to supply information to the Committee on their request, 
so far as such information is of .a non-confidential character, 
but he cannot undertake to decide in each case what may or 
may not be of interest to the Association. There would, on the 
other hand, be no objection to undertaking to send material 


_ likely to be of special interest to the members of the British 


Medical Association in the Colonies, but the Secretary of State 
doubts whether much advantage would be gained by this course. 
~ 3. Mr. Churchill notes that the Association complains that 
the recent amiendments in the Leave Regulations in force in 
British Guiana have not previously been notified to them; but 
the Association will understand that medical-officers serving in 
British Guiana are themselves aware of these amendments, 
which apply to all Government officers, not merely to medical 
officers. r. Churchill does not doubt that from time to time 
complaints are made to the Association by medical officers who 
arenot yet acquainted with changes in the regulations made 
with a view to removing or, at any rate, mitigating those com- 

laints, but who do become aware of these changes before the 
Dominions Committee receives and acts on complaints. The 


’ ‘Seeretary of State can only repeat the suggestion that before 


taking: up these complaints the Dominions Committee would 
do well to inquire, officially or semi-officially at the Colonial 
‘Office, whether the cause of complaint has been removed. -: 

4. As regards-the other points.to-which special reference is 
made-in your letter as examples of the-failure to keep the 


, British Medical Association promptly informed, I am to say 


that the revised scale of furniture for Government quarters in 
‘Kast Africa was published last year. copy.is enclosed. 


-- Leave Regulations for West Africa did not come into force until 
> April Ist last. The date printed on them, which your letter 
oa guctes, is apparently the printers’ mark, which is accounted for 


y the circumstance that these regulations were put into type 


‘some time before they were definitely adopted. 


'-§. Mr. Churchill desires me to say that he does not fully 
-understand whether the British Medical Association withdraw 


the threat with which they concluded their letter of May 3rd. . 


If so, he will be glad to welcome the co-operation of the Associa- 


_tion in removing causes of legitimate grievances on the part of 


their members. Mr. Churchill has endeavoured to make this 


plain in the course of this correspondence, and be trusts that . 


the Association will accept in the spirit in which it is made the 
suggestion that they should place themselves in regular. com- 
munication with this Department, and endeavour to examine 


‘these claims.and complaints further before they urge them on 


the notice of the Colonial Office. At present it a rs to Mr. 
“Churchill that even where the majority of medical officers 
serving under a Colonial Governmént are contented, the Asso- 
ciation often attaches undue importance to individual com- 
plaints, such as are bound to emanate from a minority of 
officers in any service, without making adequate attempt to 
sift them. In his opinion some of the claims so put forward 
are not claims which could be conceded with any due regard 
to the interests of the public service. lattes 
Iam, Sir, your obedient servant, 
(Signed) G. GRINDLE. 


August 4th, 1921. 


Sir, i 
In acknowledging the receipt of your. letter of July 19th 
Imust explain that the delay in replying to it is due to the 
interposition of our Annual Meeting, which precluded the 
Association from giving the letter full consideration eartier. 
2. The Association is glad to have the assurance that the 
Secretary of State does not wish to deny the Association any 
opportunity of making to him such representations as it may 


_ think fit on matters affecting its members serving in the 
Colonies, and desires to assure Mr. Churchill that these oppor- 


tunities will be taken in the most serious and responsible 
cially appreciates the Secretary 


. service to the i 
conditions of service in the various Colonies, and would suggest ~ 


the hospital system of this country.—-Yours faithfully,: > 
; Medical Secr 


SE ever intended to deny any opportunity to the | munication with the Department, and accepts the estion in 
Medical Association of making to him such representa- | the-spirit in which it is bifered. 
= ¢ons as they might think fit on matters affecting their members | 3. If the concluding paragraph of my letter of May 3rd seemed 
ing in the Colonies. But he feels competied to point out | to convey a threat, Ican assure the Secretary of State. that it 


was-not so intended. It was intended as a warning that the © 


- volume of complaints from our members serving in the Colonies 


was reaching such dimensions that, unless the Department 
realized the situation and made it plain that early action would 
be taken on the lines Footinipteden 


“Association has ‘not “used its infidetice’ to” 


has no intention of doing so, so.long as the Colonial . Office 


shows that’ it siicerely désires’ to remove the “legitimate 
' grievances which now prevent that flow of candidates'to the 
; Services which the Association, no less than the Secretary of —— 


State, desires to See. 


4. The Association gladly accepts the offer of the Secretary of 
. State to furnish non-confidential documents, which. will be of *.~ 


"Association in keeping ‘it acquainted with the 


| that the second alternative would be most acceptable—namely, * 


the sending of all material likely to be of special interest to our 
members in the Colonies. I can assure Mr. Churchill: that all 
documents sent will be carefully examined and filed, and he 
need have no fear of furnishing such a large supply as to lead 
us to neglect any of it. We shall, of course, continue to ask for- 


any particular documents not so sent of whose existence we _ 


are aware, and which would seem to be likely to help us in our 
efforts to guide inquirers correctly. 


5. Referring to an inquiry as to the personnel and methods 


“of our Dominions Committee contained in the second paragraph 


of your letter of July 19th, I may say that the Dominions Com- 
mittee contains four members who have had service under the 
Governments of tropical dependencies, and in addition there is 
hardly ever a meeting of the Committee without the attendance 
of practitioners who have recently been members of. such 
services, and who.are invited to the meetings in order that the 
Committee may by personal inquiry elicit information which 
will enable it to check the representations made to it by our 


- Colonial Branches, and by individual members in the Colonies. 


I can assure the Secretary of State that it is the earnest desire 
of the Association to verify its information as far as possible, 
and not to make representations to any Government Depart- 
ment which are based merely on individual, and therefore 
possibly prejudiced, complaints. j 

6. In conclusion, if the Secretary of State considers this 
explanation of the Assoziation’s attitude satisfactory, and still 
desires that the relations of the Association to his Department 
shall be placed on a footing which will be helpful to all con- 


_cerned, I propose, at an early convenient date in September, to 


call and interview some member of the Staff of the Department, 


| preparatoryto the next meeting of the Dominions Committee. 


Tam, Sir, your obedient servant, 
3a (Signed) ALFRED Cox, 


_ The Under Secretary of State, 
Colonial Office, Downing Street, S.W.1, 


HOSPITAL POLICY. 
Tue following letter has been addressed bythe Medical 
Secretary to Secretaries and Senior Honorary Medical 
Officers of all Voluntary Hospitals in England, Scotland, 
and Wales; and to Members of Council, Hospitals Com- 
mittee, and Secretaries of Divisions and Branches for 


their information. 
British Medical Association, - 
Medical Department, 
429, Strand, London, W.C.2. 
Dear Sir, 


By instruction of the Annual Representative -Meeting of 
the Association Ibeg to bring to your notice certain resolutions 
appended to this letter which were carried at that Meeting on 
July 18th last. 

The British Medical Association feels:that great changes are 
taking place in hospital finance and management at the present 
time, and is of opinion that it is essential that the honorary 
staffs of voluntary hospitals should establish firmly, and once 
for all, the principle enunciated in the appended resolutions 
relating to-the .“‘ Staff Fund’? numbered 7 and 8. What the 
honorary medical staff does with the staff fund is a matter 
which rests entirely in its own discretion, but the Association. 


believes that the Boards of all voluntary hospitals should insist - 


on the position of their Staffs being recognized in any arrange- 


‘ments which are made for dealing with patients who cannot 
‘properly be regarded as the recipients of charity, and should 


see that some payment is made, if only an acknowledgement, 

into‘the Staff Fund. 
I enclose reprint of a leading article which appeared in the 
BRITISH MEDICAL JOURNAL of July 30th last, which it is hoped 
will make clear the present policy of the Association as regards 
ALFRED- 


taken on ti by the Departmental Com- 
‘mittee to remove the causés of “dissatisfaction or, at any rate,” 
‘ the more urgent of them, the Association could nolonger refrain’ 
doing: its duty to its members by advising them that they 
: would -not be serving their own interests or t 

. fession the Colonial Services until they are 
' dissuade men from joining the Colonial’ Medical Services; aiid 


ose of the pro- _ 


Medical Secretary.» 


as been 
Ciation,” | i} 
Whose 
ition oe: 
know 
ion we 
pub. 
should § 
fit. 
Wag i 
mably 3 
econ 
Vices— 
tthem: | 
| 
of our 
Were’ 
which ig 
under. i 
er the ee || 
onyto 
With 
lature; 
ne 
Stata im 
lonieg il 
edical Sal 
iniong 
e have im 
|| 
retary 7 
m bers ~ 
it ; 
try = 
edical 
fay 
ill be 
e not 

The 
nel of im 
tional 
‘esent 
refore 
ren it 
lonial 
ongly 
dum. ~All 
ciple 
ull be : | 
ledge 
epre- 
‘itish 


© 


104 Avg. 20, 1921] 


NAVAL AND MILITARY APPOINTMENTS. 


RESOLUTIONS OF ANNUAL REPRESENTATIVE MEETING, 1921, 
AS TO VOLUNTARY HOSPITALS. 
Advantages of Voluntary Method of Administration of 
Voluntary Hospitals, 
i. That the Representative Body desires to record its belief 
that the voluntary method of administration of the voluntary 
hos itals of the country is to the advantage of the public, 
ical science, and the medical profession, and that if should 
maintained. 


Necessitous Persons to be Treated Free. 
2. That inability to pay for adequate treatment shall be the 
consideration for the admission 0 


Subsidizing of Voluntary Hospitals Rates Undesirable. 
Ri: That it is undesirable that the voluntary hospitals should 
be subsidized by the local rating authorities, except in so far as 
for thon is made for the examination and the care of patients 
whom these authorities are responsible. 


. Support for Voluntary Hospitals by Employers and 


panies. 
"4. That greatly rare for voluntary hospitals 
should be sought from employers and insurance companies, 


seeing that they benefit largely both directly and indirectly by 


the services of the voluntary hospitals. 


‘Contributions by Patients towards 
be That every patient of. a voluntary hospital who is ab'e 
: should make a contribution, during treatment, towarcs the 
cost of maintenance, unless the contributory method of suv- 
scription is adopted as essential in industrial areas. In view, 
_ however, of the increased cost of maintenance, etc., the Repre- 
sentative Body considers that the eco gama fe rates paid by 
workmen should be materially increased. 


“Payment of Practitioners for Services Rendered to pins 
Patients in Hospitals. 
6. That where voluntary hospitals provide accommodation 
for paying patients, no fixed rate of payment for Pictas the 
services rendered to such patients should be established; the 


fees so payable to remain, as at present, a matter of arrange- 


ment between patient, family physician and consultant. 


“Formation of Medical Staff Fund. 

7. That in the event of decisions being taken which would 
lead to patients (other than paying patients referred to in 
No. 6above) paying, in part or in whole, the hospital mainten- 
ance fees, either individually or by some contributory method, 
or with the addition of rate aid or State aid, or by a combination 
of two or more of these methods, a percentage of all such pay- 
ments should be passed into a fund which can be allocated in 
any manner which such honorary medica! staff may determine. 

ms That when the board of management of a voluntary 

ospital enters into a financial arrangement with a public 
nat ority, an employer of labour, approved society, insurance 
company, or under a contributory scheme, for the reception of 
patients, such arrangement should be taken to cover the cost 
of maintenance and treatment, and a percentage of all such 
receipts should be passed into a fund which is at the disposal 
of the honorary medical staff of that hospital. 


Association Actices. 
WESOPOTAMIA BRANCH. 


THE following change has been made by the Council, and ! 


‘takes effect on August 20th, 1921 : 

That a Mesopotamia Branch of the Association be 
formed, of area coterminous with the Mandated 
Territory of Mesopotamia. 

‘Representation in Representative Body.—Under arrange- 
‘ments made by the Council, the Branch will be entitled to 
independent representation in the Representative Body, 
-1921-22, to return one 


Professional Secrecy. 

§1r,—Professor Ranken Lyle’s letter in the SUPPLE- 
MENT of July 50th, p. 91, proposing that in all cases of 
-cfiminal abortion it is the duty of the practitioner to 
inform the police, is somewhat incomplete without the 


‘report of the discussion, which doubtless you will publish 


‘later. Professor Lyle ‘showed how by this means the 
“crime had been stamped out of Newcastle, and how the 
- practitioner who kept silence was used by the abortionist 
to send patients to, so that he practically covered him. 

- In discussing the matter since with other medical men 
I do not find unanimity to consent to these proposals, 
many objecting to act as ‘‘ detectives.’ We are already 
detectives in this sense in other matters where we touch 


all patients for hospital | 


future we shall **cover’’ the abortionist or 


inf 
police. the: 


I therefore hope that Dr. Campbell’s suggestion that 3 


the profession should adopt this rule will be considereg 
the Council and by them be referred to-the Divisions. — 
am, etc., 


St. Ives, Huntingdo=, 14th. R. Grove, 


Aabal and Military Appointments. 


. ROYAL NAVAL MEDICAL SERVICE: 
THE following appointments aee announced by 

Surgeon Commanders: A. C. Newport, M.V.O., to the Renown 
on commissioning, A. B, Cox to ihe Iron Duke, B. H. Atkins to th 
Diligence. Surgeon Lieutenant Commander J. G. Priston to to RN; 
College, Greenwich. Surgeon Lieutenants: H. BE. ¥. to the 


: eee on commissioning, D. H. Cameron to the 


ARMY MEDICAL SERVICE. 
Royat Army Mreprcat Corps. 
Lieut.-Colonel H. Seweteed; D.S.0., retires om retired pay and ig 
eine ein tired pay and is gran 
ajor mayne retires on re y a 
rank of Lieutenant-Colonel. 
Captain J. Ritchie retires, receiving a gratuity. 


British Medical Association. 


OFFICES AND LIBRARY, 429, STRAND, LONDON. W028, 


Reference and Lending Library. aR 
THE READING Room, in which: books of reference, periodicals, 


SSS 
the. law—for notifiable disease, murders 


suicides, and it seems we have to decide whether jn _ 


the 


and standard works can be consulted, is a to ne 


from 10 a.m. to 6.30 p.m., Saturdays 10 to 

Lenpinc Lrprary: Members are entitled to borrow 
including current medical works; they will be forw 
if desired, on application to the "Librarian, accom 
by Is. for each volume for postage and packing. 


. Departments. 

SUBSCRIPTIONS AND ADVERTISEMENTS (Financial Secretary ana 

Business Manager. Telegrams: Articulate, Westrand. London), 
MrpicaL SECRETARY (Telegrams : Medisecra, Westrand, London),- 

Epiror, British Medical Journal (Telegrams: Aitiology, Westrand, 


ondon). 
_ ‘Telephone number for all Departments; Gerrard 2630 (3 lines). 


EcorTisH MEpIcAL SrornETARY: 6, Rutland Square, Edinburgi, 
Tel.: 4361 Central.) 


(Telegrams: Associate, Edinburgh. 
MrpicaL SECRETARY: 16, South Frederick Street, 
‘elegrams : Bacillus, Dublin. Tel.: 4737 Dublin.) 


Diary of the Association. 


SEPTEMBER 
Organization Committee, 2 p.m. (provisional), ~. 
Public Health Committee, 3 p.m. é 
Insurance Acts Committee, 2.30 p.m. 
Medico-Political Committee, 2.30 p.m. 
Dominions Comwmit‘ee, 2.30 p.m. 


13 Tues. London: 

London: 

15 Thurs. London: 

20. Tues. London: 

26 Mon. London: 

_5 Wed. Londor: Council, : 


— 


POST-GRADUATE COURSES AND LECTURES. 

West LonpDOoN Post-GRaDUATE CoLLEGE, Hammersmith, W.— 
Daily, 10 a.m., Ward Visits; 2 p.m., In- and Out-patient Clinics 
-and Operations. Mon., noon, Dr. 8. Pinchin: Diseases of the 
Heart: 4.30 p.m., Dr. Paterson : ‘Deficiency Diseases; Wed., noon, 
Mr. Sinclair : Surgical Diseases of the Abdomen; ‘Thurs., 11.50, 
Gynaecological Demonstration ; Fri.. 12.15 p.m., Dr. Burnford: 
Applied Pathology. Lectures : 4 30 pm., Tues., Dr. Burnford: 
Clinical Medicine; Wed., Mr. Gibb: Ulceration of the Cornea; 
Thurs., Mr. Simmonds : Surgical Emergencies. 


APPOINTMENTS. 


J. Hamilton, M.A., M.B., Ch.B.GlaSg., D.P.H., 
Diseases of the Eye, Ear, Nose, and Throat at the La 

College, Debs. with of beds. 
Roserts, C. 8S. Lane, M.S.Lond , F.R C.S.Eng., University Tutor in 
—— and Resident Medicai Officer, the Maternity Hospital, 


Stuart, M.D., B.6.N.Z., F.R.C.S.Ed., 

London Nose, Throat, and Ear Hospital. 

Topatia, H. A. LR.C.P., L.B.C.8.Edin., 
Assistant Medical Officer to the Swaffield Road Institution and 
Intermediate Schools, Wandsworth Union. 

WARBURTON, P. D., M.R.C.8.. 
Registrar, Royal Devon and Exeter Hospital. 


BIRTHS, MARRIAGES, AND DEATHS. 


turer’ on 


ScouLaR, 


y Hardinge 


House-Surgeon, 
L.R.F.P.and §.Glasg., 


L.R.C.P., D.P.H., Honorary Surgical 


The charge for inserting announcements of Births, Marriages, . 


and Deaths is 98.,which sum should be forwarded with the 
' notice not later than the 
ater to ensure insertion in the current issue. 


BIRTR. 
TYRRELL PATTERSON.—At 26, Rubislaw Terrace, Aberdeen, on July” 


3th, wife of W. Tyrrell Patterson, M.D., F.R.C.S.Edin., of 


Printed and published by the British Medical Association at their Office, No, 429, Strand, .in the Parish of St. Martin-in-the-Fields, in the County of London. 


rst post on Tuesday morning, in 
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